
Il Palmento dei Castagni 
SICILY  
Sant'Alfio (Mt Etna) 

A stylishly restored winery oozing character and charm on the flanks of 

Mount Etna. 

"My favourite, I think, is Il Palmento dei Castagni, a converted winery... It’s a 

uniquely Sicilian house built of grey lava stone, with the working of the wine press 

still visible in the cool, spacious interior. Best of all, though, is the walk down to the 

swimming pool, a little detached from the house... this one is spectacular: huge, 

decked, and surrounded by olive and chestnut groves. The place feels very special, 

ideal for an intimate break with family or friends.”Lee Marshall in Condé Nast 

Traveller: The New Sicily, October 2010 

"What a beautiful place Il Palmento dei Castagni is - a real 'estate'! The winery 

is huge and has been restored with such attention to detail and great design 

style. We really did not want to leave at the end. The pool area is quite 

exceptional and the privacy we had amazing - it was hard to tear ourselves 

away to go out to the beach or sightseeing. Being up the flanks of Etna meant 

much cooler evening temperatures which was very welcome. And the local 

shops and restaurants provided most of what we needed during the week. We 

 

Sleeps 8

Bedrooms 4

Bathrooms 3

Rated  

Service

Mid-week clean and linen change

Features

Great pool 

Stunning views 

Great walking 

Close to Taormina & beaches

Nearby

Mount Etna 

Taormina and the sea 

Catania 



particularly loved having access to the well stocked wine cellar and enjoyed 

several local wines that we would not have come across otherwise. We also 

enjoyed the hot tub at the end of the day and helping ourselves to salad etc 

from the vegetable garden. This property offers much more than your average 

villa experience and would highly recommend." HW, UK, July 2016 

Il Palmento dei Castagni in the press: 
The Sunday Times, September 2015 >> 



Il Palmento dei Castagni 
SICILY  
Sant'Alfio (Mt Etna) 
About the Villa

Inside: accommodation at Il Palmento dei Castagni is arranged over two 

interconnecting buildings, the Palmento and the farmhouse. There are two main 

floors and a few mezzanine levels, all of which adds to the intriguing layout. The 

main entrance takes one into the Palmento, the original wine press, which features 

lofty wood-beamed ceilings and a large fireplace. This roomy open-plan space is 

divided into living and dining areas above which, is a mezzanine level with twin beds. 

From the press room, one may also access a lovely shared bathroom with shower 

and sauna, and a double bedroom (with an irregularly shaped double bed). Moving 

back through the Palmento, and passing under the original wooden press itself, a few 

steps up take one into the farmhouse. Here there is a superbly cosy living area on 

two levels, the lower of which has vaulted ceilings, lavastone arches, sink-in sofas 

and a fireplace. The upper level hosts a double bed which, if used as a bedroom, 

shares a bathroom with the master bedroom on the first floor (of which more later). 

The lower section of the living area connects seamlessly with another dining area 

and the well-equipped kitchen with views of the gardens. A couple of steps lead 

down to a double bedroom with adjacent shower room and a small terrace with 

steps leading to the garden. Back in the living area, stairs lead from the upper level 

to the first floor, where there is a bathroom with tub (effectively en-suite if the upper 

level of the living room below is not used as a bedroom) and the spacious master 

bedroom, which has a mezzanine under the eaves with double bed, and access to a 

large shaded terrace with spectacular views and steps leading down to the gardens 

and main terraces. 

Confused? Il Palmento dei Castagni is no ordinary house and the sleeping 

accommodation is very flexible! Basically although there are 3 proper double 

bedrooms, each with a double bed, we rent it as a "4-bedroom" house for 8 guests. 

For the fourth "bedroom", clients may choose between the mezzanine in the 

Palmento, the double bed on the upper level of the living room or the mezzanine in 

the master bedroom. 

Outside: Il Palmento dei Castagni is set on panoramic terraced land just outside the 

charming town of Sant'Alfio. The house opens onto a large terrace offering plenty 

of shade, a panoramic dining area and lots of space to relax and take in the views. 

To one side is a well-equipped outdoor kitchen and pizza oven and to the other a 

large grassy area is great for playing games, including football, for which goalposts 

have been provided. The pool is beautifully situated in a sheltered area about 100m 

down the hill from the terrace, and has a shaded summer house for poolside dining. 

Next to the pool is a charming copse, perfect for a stroll or just for escaping the heat 

of the day. 

= yes/present = optional/on 
request

Amenities

Accommodates (max)  8 

Bedrooms  4 

Flexible doubles/twins  4 

Bathrooms  3 

... of which en suite  0 

Cook   
Pizza chef   
Pool (LxW in metres) * 12x6 

Hot-tub   
Exercise bike   
Sauna   
Heating   
Open fireplace   
Washing machine   
Dishwasher   
Microwave oven   
Satellite TV **  
TV   
Stereo   
DVD Player   
Piano   
Wine cellar   
ADSL Wi-Fi Internet [?]   
iPod docking station   
Phone landline   
Outdoor kitchen   
Barbecue   
Wood-burning pizza oven   
Table football   
Bicycles   
Vegetable garden   
Private Parking   
Shopping service   
Boat trips   
The Thinking Traveller local support 24/7   
Sea views   
Walking distance to restaurant(s)   
Walking distance to shop(s)   

*single depth 1.5m. Pool open from 
Easter to end of October. 
**includes Sky Movies.



Il Palmento dei Castagni 
SICILY  
Sant'Alfio (Mt Etna) 
Exploring the local Area

The village of Sant'Alfio, perched on the eastern flanks of fascinating Mount Etna, 

is a perfect gateway to exploring not only the looming volcano but also its many 

interesting towns and villages. There are a great number of excellent walks in the 

area and many very good restaurants, including one which is 2 just minutes away by 

car. Coming down from the mountain there are many visits to be made: Taormina, 

Catania, the Alcantara Gorge and, slightly further afield, Siracusa. 

On the coast around Taormina there are many beaches and lidos, while the nearby 

beaches of Fiumefreddo and Marina di Cottone have received several consecutive 

"Bandiere Blu", attesting to the cleanliness of the water and their general ecological 

excellence. 

Think About

The village of Sant'Alfio is a brisk walk from the house, if you are an enthusiastic 

walker. There are several other wineries in the area which produce the excellent 

Etna Rosso using indigenous grape varieties. 

Due to Il Palmento dei Castagni's thick stone walls and its height, which keep the 

house cool in summer and warm in winter, there is no air conditioning. 

Most of the stairs in the property do not have banisters. 

Distances

Catania airport: 47km-29miles-40mins 

Comiso airport: 127km-78miles-1hr45mins 

Palermo airport: 272km-170miles-3hr10 

Trapani airport: 353km-220miles-3hr55 

Beaches on the Ionian coast: approx. 25mins 

Nearest shops and restaurants in Sant'Alfio: 

approx. 1km 

Taormina: 32km-20miles -35mins 

Mount Etna (La Sapienza cable car station): 29km-

18miles-40mins 

Siracusa:114km-70miles-1hr30 
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Reviews:

Average score of 62 ratings Standard and quality of the property: 4.7 / 5 

4.7 / 5 = 94% Setting, grounds and views: 4.7 / 5 

Value for money: 4.6 / 5 

 Sara Buchanan, United Kingdom27 August 16 

"The villa and grounds were fantastic. The villa was beautiful - a unique and 

very relaxing place to stay with excellent facilities and we really enjoyed 

the fruit and vegetables form the garden and the wine cellar."

 Neil Pemberthy, United Kingdom13 August 16 

"Il Palmento dei Castagni is a nice villa, in great grounds. Lots of areas of 

seating."

 Eirwen Dancer, 16 July 16 

"Overall a lovely villa. We thoroughly enjoyed the scenery and the villa."

 Denise Simpson, 31 October 15 

"Il Palmento dei Castagni is a very unique property that we enjoyed 

immensely."

 Andrew Hull, 12 September 15 

"Il Palmento dei Castagni is a gorgeous villa. We had a great time."

 Christine Vachon, 23 August 14 

"Everything was excellent."

 Mr Brock McGinnis, 18 October 13 

"Il Palmento exceeded our expectations. A truly unique and special home in 

a wonderful part of Sicily. We will certainly use The Thinking Traveller 

again in future - whether in Sicily, Puglia, Greece or your next great 

destination. The best rental experience we've ever had."

 Everett Diemer, 18 May 13 

"We appreciated the professional interior decorators touch to this 

converted winery. The interior decorations were beautifully done and very 

whimisical. It was quite spacious, and we really appreciated the generous 

wine cellar and the lovely sauna. The formal dining table area was quite 

spacious, and we had some lovely meals both there and on the many 

outdoor eating area options. The kithen was a very nice layout and well 

stocked. The olive grove filled grounds were expansive, and it was fun to 

have a view of both the sea and Mt Etna."

 David Matthias, 25 August 12 

"The rooms are lovely and the pool beautiful and the terraces are stunning... 

It is lovely and restful. Just perfect.... Wonderful holiday."

 Brian Willman, 7 July 12 

"The housekeeper and cleaner were really nice and cooked and excellent 

 Lewis Aubrey-Johnson, United Kingdom20 

August 16 

"Il Palmento dei Castagni was lovely. The service was excellent with 

instant responses to requests. It's the first time we have hired a property 

via an intermediary rather than through a direct rental website. We both felt 

it was worth the extra money to know that we had a hand picked property. 

And it was fantastic. The concept of on the ground support also proved to 

be useful. We would love to go back to Sicily!"

 Helen Williams, United Kingdom23 July 16 

"What a beautiful place Il Palmento dei Castagni is - a real 'estate'! The 

winery is huge and has been restored with such attention to detail and great 

design style; it was a little overwhelming at first working out how we 

wanted to sleep/live/cook here as there were so many different sleeping 

areas and cooking areas for just the five of us, but we soon settled in and 

the property really grew on us as the week went on. We really did not 

want to leave at the end. The pool area is quite exceptional and the privacy 

we had amazing - it was hard to tear ourselves away to go out to the beach 

or sightseeing. Being up the flanks of Etna meant much cooler evening 

temperatures which was very welcome. And the local shops and 

restaurants provided most of what we needed during the week. The owner 

met us on arrival to welcome us and we were well looked after by the 

housekeeper who came several times to clean during the week. Pizza 

evening was laid on by the housekeeper and her brother who did a great job. 

We particularly loved having access to the well stocked wine cellar and 

enjoyed several local wines that we would not have come across otherwise. 

We also enjoyed the hot tub at the end of the day and helping ourselves to 

salad etc from the vegetable garden. This property offers much more than 

your average villa experience and would highly recommend."

 Andrew Isitt, 18 June 16 

"Il Palmento dei Castagni is absolutely wonderful and the housekeeper is a 

star and a great cook. The meal she cooked for us was fantastic. On the first 

night it was so nice to have dinner cooked for you and everything prepared 

and cleared away after a tiring day travelling. The whole experience was 

fabulous."

 Siegfried Teuber, 17 October 15 

"Die Villa war wirklich hervorragend in allen Bereichen."

 Claire Stevens, 8 October 14 

"The villa is characterful and lovely and the owner very helpful. We 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

meal for us. The home owner was also very helpful... Expensive but 

excellent"

 David Wallwork, 2 September 11 

"Great villa, very quirky, fabulous outdoor cooking and dining facilities, 

lovely grounds and pool. Bit tricky to understand layout as it's very 

eccentric. Wine cellar a great idea... What we enjoyed most about Sicily? 

Chilling at the villa. View of Etna at sunset."

 Ronald Truant, 24 October 09 

"The caretaker was extremely eager to please and very helpful. The facility 

is very quaint and the cantina in the basement is a very welcome addition! 

The view of the sea from the upper level balcony is beautiful."

 Vladimir Konovalov, 8 August 09 

"Wonderful house and owner (whom we met on the day of arrival)."

 Peter De Clercq, 27 June 09 

"Everything was top notch."

 Teresa Crowley, 9 August 08 

"Superb house…..Great using the local wine cellar!! Excellent holiday and 

both lovely accommodations. I would recommend Think Sicily to my 

friends."

enjoyed our time there enormously."

 Judy Cashmore, 28 December 13 

"We really enjoyed our time at Il Palmento dei Castagni over Christmas and 

the advice that this was the best place to stay for Christmas. We very 

much appreciated the Christmas tree, the open fires and wood provided, 

and the Pannetone and the oranges and walnuts etc. Wifi and the capacity 

to play our music from our iPhones was great..."

 Stephen Dance, 13 July 13 

"Il Palmento surpassed our high expectations. It is a beautiful rural retreat 

and with the changing face of Etna as a backdrop and the play of light on 

the sea there is alway something to look at and enjoy. The Sant Alfio 

bakery has the best bread I have tasted in Sicilly - and the 15 minute walk 

there and back sets up the perfect day."

 Lynnette Wee, 29 December 12 

"Overall, a lovely residence which suited our diverse group very well... I'm 

not sure who to thank but I greatly appreciated the efforts made to give the 

house a Christmasy feel!"

 Nina Hammond, 18 August 12 

"I think I cried all day before we left. I left my heart in that place! We all 

had the most beautiful holiday... The photos on the website do not seem to 

do Il Palmento justice. The house is much bigger and more impressive than 

I thought... The owner and the staff were simply wonderful. We were 

brought fresh peaches they recommended restaurants and Franca even came 

to the macelleria to tell her friend to give me the best meat!"

 Peter Hennings, 30 June 12 

"I think it is actually more beautiful than the Think Sicily photos."

 Sheila Bremner, 14 August 10 

"A wonderful property and location... We do think the photos of the 

proprerty don't really capture the natural, informal and very welcoming 

nature of the property... More enjoyable than in 2009 - and that was 

pretty wonderful - so thoughly delighted. We really could have done with 

another week and will certainly be returning to Sicily very soon."

 Martijn van Pieterson, 26 September 09 

"We were very unlucky with the weather, but the accommodation was very 

nice."

 Carol Edwards, 1 August 09 

"We loved the villa."

 Malte Gossing, 10 October 08 

"The villa and the grounds are extraordinary... The owner, the housekeeper 

and, of course, Ornella who helped us, were very friendly."
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